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CUSTOMS INFORMATION PAPER (09) 48
Export Control System (ECS) – New form (C88/ESS) for paper export declarations 
	Who should read:
	All businesses involved in international export trade including exporters, (particularly those carrying commercial merchandise in baggage), agents, freight forwarders, and carriers.


	What is it about:
	This paper notifies of the new form C88/ESS (Export Security Single Administrative Document) which replaces the current Export SAD (C88 SAD) form.  The C88/ESS is to be used in exceptional cases where a paper export declaration is still required.  


	When effective:
	1 July 2009. 


	Extant until/ Expires
	Until further notice.



1. Introduction
CIP (09) 09 first mentioned the introduction of new paper forms to cater for the changes required as a result of new safety and security data elements. 

CIP (09) 31 provided a summary of the changes to be expected when the Export Control System (ECS) and the Safety and Security (S&S) requirements are implemented from 1 July 2009.  This CIP is one of a series that will provide more detail on specific issues relating to ECS. 

2. Background – Why do we still need a paper form when ECS is implemented?
ECS is intended to move export declaration processing further towards a fully electronic export system (CCCIP Art. 787 refers).  However, there are a few export scenarios where, exceptionally, a paper declaration (C88/ESS) may still need to be submitted.  These are as follows:

· export declarations for commercial goods carried by passengers in their accompanied baggage or private vehicle (Merchandise in Baggage) (MIB);
· Customs Input of Entry (CIE); and

· CHIEF Business Continuity (Fallback).

Note:  Fallback arrangements may only be implemented on the express direction of HMRC when the UK National Export System (CHIEF) is unavailable.  The Fallback process is set out in Volume 3 Section 1.12 of the Tariff.   If fallback is implemented the paper declaration should be “…supported with a written undertaking to commit the export declaration electronically, once services resume” as advised in the Tariff.
Paper export declarations will not be accepted in the UK after 1 July for any circumstances other than those listed above.
The legal basis for the introduction of a paper form (and other paper forms containing safety and security data) is Regulation 414/2009.
3. What is the new form and where can I find it? 
The new three part paper form is the C88/ESS and includes the extra Safety and Security (S&S) data fields that come into effect from 1 July 2009 in ECS2 (S&S).  It should be used for export declarations only (not for imports).  Importers may continue to use the existing import C88 until the Import Control System (ICS) is implemented.  Many traders will not need to complete the extra fields but they are available on the form where circumstances dictate their completion. 
The third part of the C88/ESS may be taken with the goods if the trader is exiting the EU via another Member State and an Export Accompanying Document (EAD) is not available.  For MIB purposes the third part of the C88/ESS will replace the current C88 SAD copy 3 and may be used to support a claim for the VAT zero rating of goods.
The new C88/ESS is available for download from the HMRC website now (click the following link to “Forms” page and scroll down to C88/ESS) Forms web page.  
We expect printed carbonised paper copies to be available during July.  Copies will be sent to those Offices of Exit which handle the majority of MIB (Heathrow and Aberdeen).  For completion in advance of arrival at the airport, traders handling MIB will also be able to order copies from the Customer Contact Centre (formerly the National Advice Service) (NAS) by telephoning 0845 010 9000.  Until the forms are available the process at ‘4’ below should be followed.
Export declarations which contain more than one goods item will require a separate C88/ESS/LOI (List of Items) form, which is also available on the website. 
4. What happens if I cannot obtain a copy of the new carbonised form by 1 July 2009?

For a limited period after ECS implementation, all Member States have been asked to take a pragmatic approach to use of older printed SAD documents.  This is to allow time for Member States to make the correct forms available to all traders.  This means that, until the new C88/ESS carbonised forms are available traders may exceptionally use the current C88.
Where possible businesses should print an EAD, rather than take the C88/ESS part three with them.  The key reference in the EU from 1 July will be the Movement Reference Number (MRN) so, if this is made available, it should be written or printed onto the C88/ESS.

5. Contacts 

Further details on the Export Control System and related issues can be found on the ECS webpage.  The June edition of the Tariff was also updated to reflect the changes.  Traders are advised to review sections 1.1 - 1.4 and 1.9 of Volume 3 of the Tariff particularly.  If your query is not answered by the FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) available on the ECS web page or the Tariff please email your query to:
ECS Project Team
Mark.dillon@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
Jim.sigley@.hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
Exports policy team

Janet.guest@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk 
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If you have a question about the content of this paper please use the details provided in the ‘Contacts’ section.  For general HMRC queries speak to the National Advice Service on 0845 010 9000 or follow this crumb trail which details how to contact us by phone, e-mail or post:  HMRC home (www.hmrc.gov.uk) >Contact Us

For comprehensive guidance on international trade regulation, as well as advice on market information and business growth visit www.businesslink.gov.uk/internationaltrade
